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But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.
They will soar on wings like eagles;
they will run and not grow weary,
they will walk and not be faint.

Isaiah 40:31
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He will give food to his flock Like a keeeper of sheep; with his arm he will get it
together, and will take up the lambs on his breast, gently gulding those which

are with Young. 1sa40:11
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The Next Journey: Perpetual Inheritance
Rev. Alfie Tsay
The Last Voyage: Abundant Blessings

The history of EFC Orange County is a vivid testimony of God’s faithful
providence and abundant provision. This has been the cooperate witness
of the whole congregation as well as fruitful blessings witnessed by the
Body of Christ. Through the ample details recorded in the 30th Anniver-
sary Memorabilia, God’s prevailing leading and blessing were evident
in church establishment, property purchase, church planting, mission in-
volvement, discipleship and more.

Through the past decades, God sent many pastors to serve His church
diligently and faithfully. Numerous elders, deacons, staff and co-workers
also labored alongside the pastoral leadership to foster the spreading of
the Gospel and to disciple countless pious Christ-followers. The history
of EFCOC is blessed not only with sufficient grace, but even overflowing
with anointings just as “a fruitful bough, a fruitful bough by a spring; his
branches run over the wall” (Gen 49:22).

The Current Walk: Exhaustive Diligence

God’s blessings over EFCOC throughout the last voyage also enabled His
church to withstand trials and challenges of current era and still stand firm
in God grace. The global Covid Pandemic since the Spring of 2020 pro-
foundly altered the whole world in almost every aspect - politics, ideology,
economy, social structure... Yet, God’s faithful presence and unfailing as-
surance still led His church to encounter his safekeeping and provision.
Elders, deacons and many co-workers labored tirelessly to ensure the
“normalcy” of Sunday services and other group activities. Throughout the
pandemic, church members continue to receive spiritual nourishment in
God’s unchanging Truth. Many churches experienced financial hardship

during the pandemic; by God amazing grace, however, EFCOC was even
blessed with fiscal surplus two years in a row!

The Next Journey: Perpetual Inheritance

What challenges will the church face in the post-pandemic world? How
should our church hold fast to the unchanging mission and calling genera-
tion after generation in this ever-changing world? At this 40-year juncture,
how to smoothly passing the baton to the next generation of leaders be-
comes a pressing task especially when we witness the inevitable aging of
the bulk of our first-generation immigrant members.

It is hard enough for the second-gen believers to “survive” in a church
founded by first-gen immigrants. So, we all rejoice when some mature
second-gen believers were raised up to the leadership status and started
to participate in church management. But it soon became evident that the
major hurdle for the second-gen g

leaders to take part in leading
the church is the immense differ-
ences in perception and model of
church polity. It is vitally impor-
tant for immigrant church to ad-
mit that there is a pressing need
for paradigm shift. First-gen
leaders must humbly learn the
established parliamentary pro-
cedure so that cross-generational
leaders can all understand and
execute confidently - thus the
church can function effectively
and in order (see 1 Cor 14:40).

15



40 Anniversary

All the fruits that our predecessors labored
will surely be kept as fragrant offerings
pleasing the Lord who called this church %
into existence. But faced with the calling ™
to perpetuate our mission across genera-
tions, we must will to keep on being trans-
formed and renewed (see Rom 12:2).

Pray that EFCOC will receive new vision,
new perspective, new model... to “fin-
ish the race” sturdily. Pray that “the latter
glory of this house... be greater than the !
former” (Haggai 2:9). -
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A Prayer for EFC Orange County
on This 40th Anniversary

To our good and gracious Father in heaven,

Thank you for redeeming us through Your Son and adopting us into
Your family as beloved sons and daughters.

May this reality always be good news to us that moves us to rejoice in
You always.

Turning forty is a milestone worth celebrating.

As we reflect on our history, more than
anything we want to celebrate Your
faithfulness. We praise You for the vic-
tories we’ve experienced and the fruitful
seasons we’ve enjoyed. And we trust
that You ordained even the losses we’ve
endured and the troubles we’ve encoun-
tered ultimately for our good. In every-
thing, we believe You have remained
faithful and true to us as Your people.
Despite our weaknesses, our wayward-
ness and our sin, You have continued to
love and lead us as our Good Shepherd. And over the years, through
Your steadfast guidance and timely provision, we have grown and ma-
tured. You have inspired faithful service and loving contributions from
brothers and sisters over the past four decades to build Your church
both here and beyond.

22

Turning forty is also a time to remember our calling.

As we look ahead to the future, more than anything we want to contin-
ue to seek Your kingdom. Renew our vision of You Lord — Your holi-
ness, Your mercy, Your humility — so we would be rightly and regularly
amazed by You. Keep us from the endless idols that compete for our
greatest affections, which were made for You alone. Pull us daily to
rest in You and be refreshed by You. Stir in us repentance that produces
fruit. Help us to live by faith and follow You boldly without fear. Train
our hearts to fear You instead of men. Help us to love not as the world
does, but to love one another — and the world — as You have loved us.
Make us fishers of men who long and labor to see lost people found in
You. Empower us through Your Spirit to be Your witnesses, testifying
to Your grace that saved us and continues to change us today. We ask
these things with confidence, knowing they are what You desire to see
in Your church.

In the glorious and awesome name of Jesus we pray — amen.

Pastor Tommy & Christine , Karter & Kody
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Happy 40th Anniversary, EFCOC!
Pastor Gabe and Cheri

For the past four decades, EFCOC
has existed as a beacon of God’s
love and grace in Southern Cali-
fornia. Our family is so grateful
for the six years we spent with
you, serving as your English Pas-
tor as you graciously welcomed us
into your family. We saw, up close
and personally, how much you
love Jesus and are committed to
His kingdom.

So much has changed in the decade since we moved to Northern Cali-
fornia. Many of you have experienced the joys of weddings, the birth of
children and grandchildren, and graduations. We have also felt the pain and
heartache of losing some dear saints. But through all of the ups and downs
of this life, we know that the relationships built in our church family will
endure.

Cheri and I hope and pray that this 40th anniversary celebration finds you
all well, and that you are excited to enter into a new decade of pursuing

God’s kingdom together!

Love, Pastor Gabe
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Prepare for Takeoff
Pastor Will, Sydney and Aaron

The number 40 is a significant number in the Bible. Noah and family
endured the flood for 40 days, the Israelites wandered in the wilderness
for 40 years, Jesus was tempted in the wilderness for 40 days, and there
was a 40-day period between the resurrection and the ascension of Je-
sus. If we can use one word to describe the purpose of all those experi-
ences, it would be the word “Preparation.”

When the water subsided after 40 days, the world was renewed, and
God blessed Noah and his family to be fruitful and multiply. When the
Israelites learned the way of the Lord after 40 years, God called upon
Joshua to lead them into the promised land. After 40 days of persever-
ance and overcoming temptations, Jesus began his public ministry. Af-
ter spending 40 days with the resurrected Jesus, the disciples received
the Great Commission.

During the last 40 years, God has been actively preparing a church in
Garden Grove, which He Himself established in 1982. Started with
just a few families of believers, who were obedient toward God’s call-
ing, EFC Orange County served as the spiritual home for hundreds of
believers, if not thousands, over the years. Not only was the gospel
preached, lives transformed, disciples trained, churches planted, fami-
lies restored, but most importantly, God’s name exalted and glorified.

It has truly been a blessing to be a part of this amazing OC family.
When we arrived at the church in 2009, we only knew a handful of
people. As a newlywed couple who just entered full-time ministry, we
were both nervous and overwhelmed. However, the OC family em-
braced us with love. As time went on, the love never decreased. OC

family allowed us to serve without reservation, to learn through making

mistakes, and to love and be loved at the same time.

Over the years, we got the privilege to journey with many families.
From birth of little ones to graduations. From pre-marital counseling to
wedding celebrations. From baptism to ministry installations. And from
time to time, we had to lean on each other as we said good-bye to our
loved ones who went before us. So many precious memories, SO many
familiar faces, lots of laughter, and lots of tears. We were able to share
all these experiences because we are one OC family.

Words cannot describe how much we love and appreciate the OC fam-
ily. Words cannot describe how proud we are to be a part of this OC
family. EFC Orange County has always been a house of prayer, a house
of worship, a house of love, a house of faith, a house of relentless pur-
sue of God’s truth, and a house where believers of Jesus Christ unite in
one accord in His love and for His sake.

As we celebrate this monumental milestone of 40th anniversary, the
journey does not stop here. God has been preparing and equipping EFC
Orange County for 40 years. Instead of dwelling in the past, we must
now fasten our seat belts and prepare for takeoff because a new season
is coming. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our
faith. Let us continue to love one another and make OC a place where
more people can find love, hope, and acceptance in the years to come.
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Happy 40th Anniversary EFCOC! It’s hard to believe that in the blink
of an eye the time has gone by so quickly. I still remember when I first
started attending EFCOC as a young adult, it was the love of Christ in this
church that led me to stay. I am thankful for the many pastors, uncles,
and aunties, and friends who journeyed with me through my time at OC.
Not only did I grow during my time at OC, but this is also the church
where I received my calling to enter into full time ministry and become
a pastor, and also the place where I got married. God has worked in my
life through this church and my prayer is that God will continue to use
EFCOC mightily to make mature disciples and to share the gospel where
it is needed. Grace and I, along with our children Jarren and Sophia
would also like to send our love and best wishes to EFCOC on this happy
occasion. God Bless!

Sincerely,

Pastor Isaac, Grace, Jarren and Sophia
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For the mowntaing may be taken away, and the hills be moved out of their
places, but my love will not be taken from You, or my agreement of peace
broken, says the Lord, who has meerey on Yow. [sa. 54:10
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L had no clothing, and you gave Lt to me: when t was i, or bn prison,

you came to me. Mot 25:26
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surely your goodmness and Love will follow me all the days of my Lite, and [ will
odwell L the house of the LORD forever. Psim 232:6
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not be twrned away from it. Pro22:6
47



>

5
75

—

(O]
E
s

i
=
S
<




40 Anniversary

49



>

5
75

—

(O]
E
s

i
=
S
<




4 Oth Anniversary

® B ot TR
s SRV R

ok

51



40th Anniversary

& LAk * !
I
<]
- =
- 1 )
i is
- ”

o
&
Ve
A
R
i {
5

e
dﬂ
S
"
o

2




40w Anniversary

=
=
e
1

ATSTUTA] ysHSuy

For the upright will be living in the Land, and the good will have it for thelr her-
ltage. Pro 2:21
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Brandon Chiou

I attended EFCOC at a young age, where I was unaware of my inten-
tions for going. But through the years of building invaluable relation-
ships with the community there, EFCOC had become another home for
me to come to. [ have learned the ways God interacts with life, giving me
insight and a new perspective on life which have been ingrained into my
life. Though EFCOC may not encompass my entire future, the experi-
ences have built themselves as a part of me that will last forever.

Annika Lee

I am so blessed to call EFCOC my home church. Ever since I was a
small child, I remember going to EFCOC every Sunday and receiving
so much support and love. Through this church, I was able to gain a
heartwarming community that helped me to know more about God and
guide me through tough times. I was able to truly gain a relationship
with God and get baptized. I am extremely thankful for the guidance
from this community that has helped me to find a passion to love and
serve those around me.

Barbara Chang

During my time here at EFCOC, one of the first things that stood out
was how welcoming and genuine everyone was at the church. It was en-
couraging to see God working among the people and youth, and the con-
versations had during fellowships made really helped continue to also
help me grow and learn. Being served wholeheartedly and seeing others
serve encouraged me also to help others’ know of God’s love and grace,
and to be as welcoming and supportive as I felt when I joined. I’'m glad
that God has led me here and I hope to continue to share with others the
goodness of Him as I have experienced here, wherever I go.

Belle Kao

I’m thankful that God led me to EFCOC. I got to meet so many friends
here and was able to find a spiritual home when I first moved here. Can’t
believe this church has been here for 40 years. May God continue to
bless and guide this church and every member so we can glorify Him!

Thomas and Tiffany Chao

Community, trust, and love are the first three words when thinking of
EFCOC. I am grateful to be involved with amazing, friendly people in
EFCOC community!
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John Su

EFCOC is my second home - my second family. My parents were found-
ing members, so I’ve been attending here since I was born 2 years after
its establishment; In this regard, OC’s milestone anniversaries are very
close to my own life milestones.

Growing up, OC had been the place where my parents brought me and
where I would meet and play with friends. But in time, those friends
would go their separate ways, and even my parents would go on to at-
tend another church. My dear brother Brian would also be called home
to the Lord. And though I’ve also found many a friend in the pastors who
ministered to us over the years, for every “hello” there is a “goodbye.”

But God never left. His Word, His grace, His promises remain. He’s
blessed me with new friends outside my peer group, and shown the joy
of serving alongside a crew of wonderful coworkers. And here in my
home church, I was wed to my lovely bride - a most cherished memory!

These past 40 years have been filled with moments both bittersweet and
precious, and I have benefited greatly from the blessing of the church
and those who have come and gone. One day, I too will go, but I pray that
when I do, I’ll have similarly blessed my ‘OC family here.

Thank you, EFCOC; I love you, and I hope to serve you for many more
years to come.

Rebecca Su

After spending a few years without a home church, I feel very blessed
to have EFCOC be my new home church. Everyone has been so kind
and welcoming to me. Through small group and discussions with other
members | feel like I have been able to grow a lot in my walk with God.
I appreciate everyone here and all they do for this church. Thanks for
welcoming me here!
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Silas Shen
God has blessed me with a second home and second family for the past
20 years. I am proud to call OC my home church, no matter where I go.

Winson Chen

EFCOC is my family that had been through all my ups and down. Thank
God gave me this precious family in my life that support me in anything
and gave me spiritual growth. Now that it is the 40th Anniversary it’s my
honored to be part of the history and memories of my family. Thank you!

Justin Leu

40 years of God’s provision. 40 years of God’s grace. 40 years of God’s
faithfulness. Being part of OC, I am blessed beyond measure to wit-
ness God’s work in my life and in the lives of those who are part of this
church family. He was there to celebrate with us during our best days,
and He was there to comfort us during our worst. He nurtured us as spiri-
tual infants, and He guided us as spiritual leaders. When we struggled
through seasons which we felt weak, He led and showed us that He was
strong. Reflecting on what the Lord has done for our church, I am grate-
ful for His faithfulness throughout the years. I know with confidence that
our Father takes care of His children and that He will continue to do so
generation after generation.

Erin Hsu

The biggest blessing that God has given me was bringing me into this big
family called EFCOC, where my journey and my walk with God began.
At first, I had no intention of knowing about God or learning about Him,
but eventually, I found myself wondering and seeking to know more. |
became desperate to know Him, to know who He is. [ wanted to be loved
by Him and I wanted to worship Him. I am beyond grateful for God and
for the people that He placed in my life, all of who served to be essential
roles in leading me and pointing me towards Christ. They’re more than
just friends from church; they are my family, my brothers and sisters in
Christ.

There are lots of sweet memories made at OC, especially at our Friday
Night Fellowships. I remember looking forward to coming to church
every Friday and Sunday, helping out in the kitchen, watching the guys
play basketball, and playing board games with everyone. I remember the
small group times with Andrea when she would tell us about the parables
in the New Testament, where I would be so hungry to know the truth and
the meaning of things. Now, not only do I get to still enjoy my time and
learning alongside my peers at OC, I get to serve and lead in the church
as well as point other people to Christ just as others did for me when |
was younger.

As I learned to love Him, to worship Him, and to honor Him in deeper
ways than I first started, God definitely drew me a lot closer to Him
throughout all these years. I pray and I hope that I get to continue to serve
Him and His people, that more people can see Him through me, that I
could become a blessing for many others, and that God would continue
to use me as His vessel for His Kingdom and for His glory.

EFCOC not only is a church where we come to worship and fellowship;
to me, it is a safe space where so many lives have been touched, changed,
and transformed. It is a home for many others including myself. And
with that, I cannot be more proud to call EFCOC my home church, no
matter where I go.
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The poor will have a feast of good things: those who make search for the
Lovdl will give him praise: Your heart will have Life for ever. Psm 22:26
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For the Lord your God Ls gulding you tnto a good land, a land of water-springs,
of fountains, and deep streams flowing out from the valleys and the hills; Deug: 7
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He will have a place on high: he will be safely shut in by the high rocks: his bread
will be given to him; his waters will be cevtain. (sa 23116
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L Will give You praise tn the great meeting; | will give You honor among a
strong people. Psm 25118
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And the Lord will be Yyour guide at all thmes; ln dry places he will give
you water in full wmeasure, and will make strong Your bones; and You
will be like a watered garden, and like an ever-flowing spring. sa.58:11
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For | will sendl water on the land needing tt, and streams on the dry earth: | will Let
My spirit come down on Your seed, and my blessing on Your offspring. 1sa.44:2
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How may a Young man make his way clean? by gulding it aftter your word.
Psm 119:9
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He will be Like a tree planted by the vivers of water, which gives its fruit at

the vight thme, whose Leaves will ever be green; and he will do well tn all his
wndertakings.  Psm 1:3
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Even when you are oot | will be the sanee, and when yow are grey-hatred | will
take care of You: | will still be vesponsible for what (wande; yes, [ will take you

and Reep You sofe. 1. 464
106



40 Anniversary

R LR
DA AR R A U LT
Fh3Thbe

X ~ 2 .
’?\”1‘3‘(7;" .

BALKEFRE M b afosl o B |

B GA AR 4R

“RE RS EEIRfoE s AW B P 7 KT 3FDHE
AP -2 FARREeOFLORYE T p I NP L R
PO BHHTLRE e APR LRI OFESTA o BT g AP

R AN iihr's B BRI e

M= ze/ B4

BHH | 283 [0 » 0 F R~ AN
B, NzEgr > A K Ahd B RN
Fl- 49 FEp- 2F > REMNHITL - T
B R - A PFE D KGRI

w7 E

TR FREEEOAT IR AR EFELL 7
AR 1 1F 288 c AFLiie- 52 1561
M E S € AT 12 240 Placentia ) Zigh & > BN
ange County %4cPFRF gk o] 2 geikE — B A d § 7
BIEZ P o e P niF LR PR B R - RS A A o

TGRS A A
BLw AR o AP ApRE 0 A R o

e T EMRC

B CHBAL LM LARRKE
- B o :5’,;“5& \fﬁ—%‘,;k;\:{, s 5]
AR AlRFH gL A o

107



40th Anniversary

75

F L@ HE T R P
By ARG i P B ensd X o
#147:13

~

: {

oJ.

b |
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... and his flag over me was love. Son of Songs 2:4
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“Thank You” to all of you who have
diligently and humbly given your-
self, like Jesus, to serve all of, no
matter in what conditions! Your incessant tolerance, respect and faith set
a role model to my children and me in Christ!
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Larry Paul:

From the moment that I first came to EFCOC, people have been very
warm and welcoming to me - and the kids are so respectful and call us
aunt and uncle. Throughout the years, this has been the thing that I have
enjoyed the most about the church. I also enjoy serving with Renita. She
enjoys relationships with so many people at the church going back 20 or
30 years and loves seeing her old friends and making new friends too.

Renita Paul #3534 :

EFCOC, a place I call spiritual
home.

40 K g £ o Riph
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o~ bl B frhie B
AR E Ry KFIF R P EY IS AL L A AE 0 Dr
Wendy #% p R85 AP ETE 0L o e @7RpE > B2 g 4 i
B 4s dating %2 324843 5§ ?EEFFJ» LA akE o R
)%;T‘f— e BodF EEOe g B ?}” REA o G A B oen
AN LKA BT kAP E > &% ready or not, God
will make a way for you. Just come as [ am. r% > come as [ am 2% » =~
BpeRBErIHRLIEAND] |

Eentiz® EFCOC HReERFVH I BV 2L -BYEL
A BPEHEL L BV REH S o

EFCOC is a spiritual and wonderful home sweet home.

Happy birthday to you and may this you continue to bless and educate
people be the light and shine. I am blessed to be a blessing.
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Awnd day by day, golng tn agreement together regularly to the Temple and...Glving
praise to God, and having the approval of all the people; and every day the number of
those who had salvation was tnereased by the Lovd. Acts 2:46-47
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Afterword by Susanna Kuo

Many things have changed after two years of pandemics, but God is still watch-
ing over His church, allowing us to embrace the 40th anniversary celebration
with abundant joy. Despite many uncertainties, we can still sing, shout, pray,
and to praise our God. By His grace, we look forward to the next 40 years with
great hope.

Every piece of writing included in this book represents testimonies of life from
our members. What seems to be short writings are the work of hours of con-
templation and thoughts. The collection of writings from members not only
represent our testimonies for the Lord, but also serves as an encouragement for
our strength to be renewed.

During the editing process, God showed me how inadequate I was, and He also
surrounded me with many angels, layer by layer. Praise the Lord, with helps
from fellowship leaders, we were able to collect sharing of thanksgiving from
over 200 brothers and sisters. With a grateful heart, we ask for the Spirit of the
Lord to revive us and to renew our strength.

Special thanks to John and Rebecca Su for their marvelous cover and illustra-
tions design, and for the passion and the professionalism of Jonathan Shen and
Solomon Wu. Your dedication and efforts allowed this “family sharing collec-
tion” to come to fruition. May the Lord remember everyone’s hard works in
the Lord.

Living in the age where we desperately need God’s mercy, may the Lord renew
our strength, so that EFCOC can become a beacon of gospel. Thanks be to God
for allowing each of us to partake this precious moment, as we pray, “Now to
him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think,
according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.”
(Ephesians 3:20-21)
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